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1. In accordance with reference (&), enelogure (1) is submitted.

WAYNE E, HAMMETT

Copy To:
Chief of Haval Operations (OP-G'E:‘EQ)
Commander Naval Air Foree, U, 8., Atlantic Fleet




LEXINGTON is bomeported at the Haval Alr Btation, Pensscola, Floride, and is
the traininz csrrisr for basgie, advanced, and fleet gualifications. LEXINGIOR is
under the operabional sontrol of the Chiel of Havel Alr Training who delsgates the
contral 1o the Ohle? of Haval Alr Bagic Training when in the Pensacola ares and 1o
the Chief of Haval &ir Advenced Treindng when in the Corpus Christl, Texasn ares.
During 1960 LEXTHOTON was commanded by Captsin E, W, Gendron.

To begln 1968, LEXINGTON pubt inboe Drydock Number 4 in Portswouth, Virginla on
the ninth of Janvsry for a three week stay.

A1l Tour of the ship's propellers aﬁﬁ shatts were removed Tor mgintensnes., Two
of the ship's 16 Toot propeilers werse repleced and the other two rebalanced. All rope
guards and coupling covers on the ghafis were replaced and the wissing dunce cap
on nuwber two propeller wes replaged,

Stern tubes were repscked, boller blowdown piping was replacsd snd all bell
zinecg wers reniaced.

Approximately 50 percent of the waterline was sandblasted and repsinted alomg
with mueh of the rest of the eblp below the waterline.

fm February 2nd LEXINOTCH ayrived ai Hayoort Baval Stetion to begin a glz week
RAY period,

The arvesting mear, consisting of four engines, were complsiely torn down and
reagserblad, Fluid filter instellations were instelled, horizontal deck sheave
covers replaced, and fiuld stowage banks were acld cleaned and repienished with
new hydrauiic fiuid.

Both ecsbasults were algo completely overhauled during the RAV period. The wabey
brake cylinders were realigned on both the port and starboard cais and new sesling
strips and shesve gincks were installed on the starboard cat.

In other sress thioughout the ship lsmprovemente were made including overhavl of ths
TACAN, Most of the ship's divisions asslaned pevsoanel 4o palnting y&ss&g&w&yé and

eorpartments and replacing tile on the decks.




While in ¥Masport, the USS LEXINOTON celebrated its Bllver Anniversery on
17 February, 2% yvemyrs alier she was commissioned st the Bethlehem Steel Shipyards
in Quiné&, ¥agsachusetis,

Festivities for the silver celebration indluded & ztand-up buffel on the éhi@'ﬁ
foe'sle for Mavy League directors, Wawal digniteries, clvic lesders, and press.
Captain Gendron then recounted the story of the history making World Wer IT order %o
"Lisht up the Tleet” given by VADM Mitcher on the bridges of the LEXINGTON st the
first battle of the Phillipine Sea.

With the work completed, LEXTHGTCH departed ¥ayport on 16 Hsrch snd headed for
Pengacola and the coﬁtinuatian of heyr wission: the training of neval pilots.

The month of April was highlighted by a visit from the Inter-American Pefense
Board, Fortye-seven officers from niuebeen American Republies, including the
Inited States, who make up the senler millitsry planning orgenization in the Western
Hemisphere apent » day sboard LFXINGTON to observe flight operstions.

The purpose of the IADE is to provide plans for the common defense of the
Western Hemigphere through eoordinabed efforts of the defense capabilibies of
merber countries. The Poard’s howme is in Washington D. €. and it meests on. a
eontinuing basis. In adéition to the IADR, LEXINCTON has hosted spproxinstely
37,550 guests during the year as pari of the Civilian Orientation Cruise progranm,

In ¥May LEXINGTON was sent to Mayport for another ysrd period. Droken gear
teeth resuliisng from fatiszus fallurs in the Musber One reduption zesy pagzed
through the gear train causing a complete Tallure of thet wnit, 8ix tons of intermediate
reduction gesrs were brought to the ceck via s holebing rig. The gesrs had more than
likely noi seen daylight gince they wore laid in pleee over twenty-Iive years ago.
The "bull gesr” connections were disconnected between maln number one englne and
the low pressure turbine. The main housing for the "bull zear” slong with the

geay ltself was brought to the hangar deck. The housing alone welghs eleven tons.




The pew gears that were xnstaliﬁﬁ wers taﬁem from a fawaas Wordd War II v&teram,
the Frastiin, which has nat seen service since being seversly damaged during the
Horld Wer II.

When LEXIHOTON ﬁmﬁrgér from %aygart E&v&l %ta%iﬁn, August &, her erew fo&nﬁ
that the mumber of silote @mwng to be qmligie»ﬁ wes & staggering figure.

Hndauntéd the crew of th& QMXIﬁ@Tﬁﬁ ralled up their $1@@¥®s and @1%cha§ in tJ
tackle ﬁh@ gsbg and ended up l% days later wmth What hag been termed "one of the
%usiest manths iz navel carqual &?i&ﬁi&n hlst@ry ¥ averasing 321 l&ﬂ@i@gs on her
deck every dayv. | | |

While ﬁw@r&ting @1?hteen &ays in %ﬁgﬁgﬁ lﬂ the Gulfy of ﬁ&xiee af'f m@ﬂﬁ&@ﬁl&,
Florida and Corpus ﬁhrlﬁti ?exas, LEXINGTON recgrﬁeﬁ h 51& landings on her deck,
wade the 75,000%h m&t&pult of'f her gterbosrd catapult an@ gualified op refreshed
726 pilots f@r carrier landings, & new record For LEXINGION. The 25-year-old
parrier alse recovded her 216,000th throush 22@,&&&%& landinzg, for a record
ahead of any other osrvier in the U. 8. Navy.

On October 15 an emergency radio call for help wag xecexveﬁ by the U.B,. Coast
Guard from Gsptein Parnes of the é@ufg$t Tighing baat John R. Cook., Unknown to
the struggling crew, the Cosst Guard had relaved thelr *§08" o the Naval Air
Station at Pensacols asking for assistance in the sesrch for the sinking boat.

The Navel Alr Station determined that the closest assistance would have to
ca&e from the trazining cevrier [FEIHOTON which was located 45 miles from the
sinking vegsel. When the call weni %o the LEXTHOTON the carrier halied its flight
operetions snd bhesded for the stricken cralfh, She Lmmediately sent two of her
helicopters Lo the scene of the sinking vesse) and resdisd two move for takeof? if
NECEIBATY .

Ypon arrival, the helicopbers hovered over the bost and Trom winches on their

sides lowered vescue seats. Individuslly, the seven crew mewbers were hauled




aboard the helicopber. Onee on the LoTuoros they were tebesr Lo e ghin's
hospitel where ezch was ziven a thoroush phygisal exesination gnd bher Ted hot
meals and given dry clothes, During theiy atay the Tizhersen were barer bnm
tours of the ghip and iﬁviﬁ@d to the beidge with Sevteln 2. ¥, Oendron, The next
day the crew want ashore ss the I0¥ oub inko Penancola,

LEXIUGTON ologped oub 1968 with & trip to the Alabams Pry Dock and Ship-
bullding Company &t WMobile for the conversion to digtilliste fusl, e ssberad
the channel on the morning of Decssber Zlst and after a Plve snd ong it hour

sen detsil, tied up to Pler Kilo ab 1600, The LEXTHOTON, a o-foot, B 000 ton

Egsex-class carvier, was the larsest shiy sver to negokizte the channel and enter
the pord of Mobils,

Additionally LEXIROTOY has parbicipabed 4n such Prozpane a8 the -T2 cavrier

sultebility tests, the T-2B training movias, the Bosh Bguad movie, the noise and
vibration surveys by Phils., and the Fabisue Btudy by Baval Aercspsce Hedicsl
Institute.

Bespite the time spent on yerd repairs, LENINGTON mensced to shesm hp.2n6.11

ar

miles which is equivalent bto fwo tripas sround the earth at the squatory  LELINOTON's

deck was the busiest one in the Havy me she resched & tobal of 233,480 landings while

gqualifying 3,407 aviastors:

Bagic 1480
Advanesd k1 gy
Fleat 509

S

The Bagic Trainion Comvand sccoumbed for 2,558 touch and o landluzs and O,000
srrested while the Advenced Training Cosmend had 2,545 touch and ao landings and
s01L arrested. The eusb of operations was 86,171,500 or sporoxbeately $257.00

ver landing and 147,00 per mils stearad,




